
Educational Class Scenario – Secondary Schools 

TITLE: The Chiaroscuro of Justice

TARGET GROUP: grades 1-4 of secondary school.

CONCEPT: The aim of  the class  is  to  present  multiple  dimensions of  guilt  and punishment  in  the  

context of prosecution of the Second World War criminals. It is also to encourage reflection on moral 

dilemmas  (difficult  to  resolve  from  the  contemporary  perspective)  faced  by  people  during  the 

occupation, who had to choose between life and death of themselves and of others. The idea behind 

the class is based on the convention of a court trial during which the participants play the roles of  

judges, prosecutors, attorneys, and observers. The class can be held remotely and in a traditional  

form.

DURATION: 90 minutes (plus the time necessary to see the virtual exhibition)

MATERIALS: 

 paper, pens, or other writing utensils;

 a computer/tablet with Internet access.

COURSE:

1. The facilitator presents the basic information about the operation of German prisons and 

camps during the Second World War, drawing attention to the extensive ladder of prison 

functions served by both guards and prisoners. The facilitator explains the notion, functions, 

and responsibilities of the warden, guards, barrack wardens, and prisoner functionaries. 

2. The facilitator encourages the participants to visit the virtual exhibition “Radogoszcz 1945 – 

Testimony to the Crime”, particularly part 4 “(In)Justice”, which concerns the punishment of  

the  Radogoszcz  criminals.  The  participants’  task  is  to  get  to  know  the  conclusions  of  

judgements pronounced against the guards and barrack wardens of the Radogoszcz prison 

after the war.  

3. Depending on the number of  participants,  they are divided into an adequate number of  

teams with about 6 members each. The task of each team is to play the roles of participants  

of a different court trial. The participants can refer to the persons mentioned at the virtual 

exhibition:  Willy  Herman  (a  guard  from  Radogoszcz),  Bolesław  Komorowski  (a  prisoner 

functionary),  Konstanty  Mision  (a  prisoner  functionary),  and Adolf  Orłowski  aka  Adler  (a 

guard from Radogoszcz), or they can select other defendants from the postwar trials. Each 

team should include the roles of the defendant, the attorney, the prosecutor, the judge, and 

observers of the trial. 



4. The participants get some time to prepare and then reenact the trial of the selected person. 

Depending on the role selected, during the reenactment the participants should present:

 Reasons for their choices made during the war (the defendant);

 Arguments in support of the defendant’s case (the attorney);

 Arguments against the defendant (the prosecutor);

 The sentence along with justification based on the arguments provided (the judge); note 

that the sentence should concern the reenacted trial, it does not have to agree with the 

historical facts;

 Constructive feedback about the positions presented by the above participants of the 

trial,  referring  to  the quality,  factuality,  and reliability  of  the arguments put  forward 

(observers).

5. After the end of the group work, the facilitator holds a summary discussion. The participants 

can share their reflection on the exercise. The discussion can focus on such questions as:

 Why not all judgements in the war crime trials were convictions?

 What was the most frequent line of defence of the defendants accused of war crimes?

 What mitigating circumstances justify (or do they justify) acting against another person?

 Are trials similar to those against Second World War criminals held today? What are the 

examples?

6. At  the  end,  the  facilitator  can  encourage  young  people  to  see  the  whole  exhibition 

“Radogoszcz 1945 – Testimony to the Crime”, if it aroused their interest.


