
Educational Class Scenario – Grades 7-8 of Primary School

TITLE: Crimes Against People and Their Rights

TARGET GROUP: grades 7-8 of primary school.

CONCEPT: The class is based on an assumption that getting to know elements of the virtual exhibition 

“Radogoszcz 1945 – Testimony to the Crime” is to encourage reflection about the contemporary  

nature of the human rights and instances of their violation. During the class, the participants will look  

for  analogies and similarities  between the crimes committed during  the Second World  War and 

contemporary conflicts in which basic human rights are not respected. 

DURATION: 90 minutes (plus the time necessary to see the virtual exhibition)

MATERIALS:

 paper, pens, or other writing utensils;

 a computer/tablet with Internet access;

 in the case of traditional classes – large sheets of paper, pencils, coloured pencils, marker 

pens, and felt-tip pens.

COURSE:

1. The facilitator  introduces the participants  to  the fundamental  issues  connected with  the 

human rights. The facilitator explains their origin and basic types, offering some examples 

that can appeal to the participants (the right to a good life, to a fair trial, to decide about  

one’s life, to happiness, to the freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, to expression 

and  speech,  prohibition  of  torture,  inhuman  and  degrading  treatment,  prohibition  of 

corporal punishment, and prohibition of punishing someone for an action that was not illegal  

when it was committed).

2. The  facilitator  encourages  the  participants  to  see  fragments  of  the  virtual  exhibition  

“Radogoszcz 1945 – Testimony to the Crime” and asks them to pay particular attention to the 

parts “A City in Mourning” and “(In)Justice”. Their task is to find examples of human rights 

violations (as understood today) in the press coverage of the trials of Radogoszcz criminals 

and in the sentences and grounds of judgement issued in these cases. It is worth encouraging 

the participants to note the way these outrageous crimes were covered by the press at the 

time, presenting not only court documentation and facts, but also accompanying emotions 

and responses of the society.

3. After visiting the virtual exhibition, the facilitator initiates a discussion about examples of  

human rights  violations in the context  of  the German occupation of  the Polish  territory, 



particularly  in connection with the operation and liquidation of the Radogoszcz Extended 

Police Prison. The discussion participants provide specific examples of human rights violation 

based on the exhibition. Then the facilitator can encourage the participants to give some  

contemporary examples of human rights violations in situations that are analogous with or 

similar  to  those  that  occurred  during  the  Second  World  War.  It  is  also  worth  drawing 

attention  to  the  sources  of  such  phenomena  in  political  ideologies  and  doctrines  that 

propagate inequality, discrimination and intolerance, also in the contemporary world. 

4. The facilitator can suggest a practical exercise to the participants. If the class is conducted in  

a traditional way – in a classroom or a workshop room – the work can be manual and it can 

be done using paper, writing utensils, coloured pencils, and markers. In the case of a remote  

class, the task can be performed using simple online applications. 

When visiting  the  exhibition,  the  participants  read  selected  press  articles  describing  the 

crimes  committed  in  the  Radogoszcz  prison  and  the  trials.  Their  task  is  to  prepare  a 

newspaper front page informing about a selected instance of human rights violation in the 

contemporary world. To design the front page, they have to gather and prepare necessary 

information, obtain and describe illustrations, and come up with headings, subheadings, and  

leads that will be interesting to contemporary readers. 

The front page can be prepared using such tools as:

https://www.canva.com – a magazine cover maker;

https://madmagz.com/ - an online magazine creator;

https://www.fotojet.com – a magazine cover maker.

5. The class is summed up with presentations of the prepared works. Their authors explain why  

the issues they selected should be publicised by the contemporary media. The facilitator can 

end  with  a  conclusion  concerning  the  universality  and  relevance  of  the  phenomena 

underlying  the  tragedy  of  the  Second World  War  and  contemporary  political  and  social 

conflicts.
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